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EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTERS BATHROOM UPDATE
Following receipt of all permits needed for the bathroom renovations/additions in late July,
construction began on the new bathrooms for our additional Kindergarten classrooms at Mary
Kay McMillin and WiIliam Woodruff School. There will be two new bathrooms at Mary Kay
McMillin School and four new bathrooms at William Woodruff School for our Kindergarten
students. All framing is done and the additional work needed to complete the bathrooms is well
underway so that the bathrooms are complete in time for the first day of school.

2021-2022 SCHOOL YEAR UPDATE
All of our staff members who moved to new buildings have completed their physical moves and
are settled into their new classrooms and offices, with many staff members planning to add
finishing touches at the beginning of September. At William Woodruff School, painting and
decorating of the building has helped transform it into an Early Childhood Center for our
youngest learners and our librarians have completed the transition of all the elementary school
libraries so that they contain age appropriate offerings for the students in each building.

Governor Murphy has issued a mask mandate starting August 9th and all students and staff
must wear masks when in school buildings. We are planning to open schools with all students
attending in person, full day, with lunch. Details of staggered lunch schedules, outdoor options,
etc. can be found in Dr. Varley’s most recent update to families from August 13th. There will be
no remote instruction or hybrid instruction this year, unless students need to quarantine. The
district will determine the exact configuration, if needed,  on a case by case basis. The CDC has
issued new guidance on close contact. If an individual is masked and comes into contact with a
positive case, they will no longer need to quarantine. This should significantly reduce the
number of people in quarantine this year.

Meet and greets at our elementary schools will be held next week so that students can have the
opportunity to stop by and say hi, meet the principal and some of the teachers, see their
classmates, and more. The schedule is as follows:

Sept 1:  MP & TPH
2:30-3:30

Sept 2:  MKM & WW
10:00-10:30 Pre K-Kindergarten
10:45-11:15 Grades 1-2



TRANSPORTATION UPDATE
Throughout the summer work progressed collaboratively with the town and the BHPD to finalize
school drop-off guidance/procedures, as well as new crossing guard locations including one at
the Snyder Avenue Railroad Crossing near Snyder Avenue Park.

Bus assignments, including bus stop locations and pick-up and drop-off times, have now been
communicated to all families who receive or subscribe to transportation services. If you have not
received your bus information, please contact the transportation office. Changes in traffic
patterns and designated drop-off and pick-up locations for buses and parents at each of the four
elementary schools, as well as the addition of pavement painting and striping, signage, and the
assignment of staff members to assist with new arrival and dismissal procedures will be
implemented beginning with the start of school in September and will be communicated to
parents so that they can prepare and plan accordingly.

Please see included video showing the new traffic procedures at Thomas P. Hughes Elementary
School. Additional videos illustrating drop off and pick up protocols at other schools will be
available shortly and shared by school principals.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BkOHal0hjS9Z8FC1CyvR0oY4qvn4YDtI/view

SUMMER LEARNING UPDATE
At the August BOE meeting, Mr. Scott McKinney and Ms. Marybeth Kopacz updated the BOE
and the public on steps that are being implemented to address any learning gaps identified in
our students, and additional plans our teaching staff has for the new school year. Because the
district has been either remote, hybrid, or in a half day schedule for over 18 months, the district
will conduct a gap analysis by the end of October and then, develop and implement a plan by
May to address those gaps. Additional plans include the implementation of the collaborative
consultation model in 100% of the grades at CMS & GLHS - Grades 6-12. The model will be
one option on the continuum of support for students with disabilities at the secondary level and
allow for access to general education in all content areas and all grade levels. Mr.McKinney and
Ms. Kopacz will be giving an additional update at the September BOE meeting.

GENERAL UPDATES
It recently came to the district’s attention that there have been several cases of breast cancer
amongst staff members at both Mary Kay McMillin and Mountain Park Schools over the last 15
years. In an abundance of caution, we are doing environmental testing to ensure that our
buildings are safe for all to enter. Environmental testing is being completed at both MKMECC
and Mountain Park schools. The tests will be conducted the week of August 23rd and we will
communicate the results as soon as we have them.

PERSONNEL UPDATES
Frank Geiger, Principal of Columbia Middle School, has announced his retirement, effective
December 31, 2021.

BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETINGS
The next Board of Education Meeting will take place on September 9th, 2021 at 7:30pm. More
details will be made available in the coming weeks.

In addition, please note that all presentations that will be discussed at Board meetings will be
posted on the district website in advance of the meeting.


